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near 100,000 Men, and So Princes of the Blood.3'12 During the
first fifteen years of his reign he had to seek means of placating
the opposition of the powerful nobility and of winning the
peers individually to his cause while he destroyed the persons
or subdued the support of other claimants to the throne.
At his first parliament Henry VII revoked the title and es-
tates of the dead Duke of Norfolk.13 This parliament also at-
tainted the Earl of Surrey, who had been confined in the
Tower of London shortly after he was taken prisoner. But
Henry VII was politic. Having thus destroyed the Howards'
power to oppose him, he spared the life of this Earl of Surrey,
apparently in hope that he might procure for his crown the
services of the family whose attitude he had heard this Howard
express on Bosworth Field.
Henry VIFs application of his policy of leniency did obtain
for him the services of the Howards. After Parliament had sanc-
tioned the Tudor possession of the crown the Earl of Surrey
admitted the claim of possession. He then gained Henry VIFs
confidence in his admission by his wise refusal to escape from
imprisonment when he was given an excellent opportunity to
do so. As John Weever has recorded the event:
Thafforseid Erie [of Surrey] hurte and takyn vpon the feld [of
Bosworth, was] put in the Tower of London, by kynge Henry the
vii. and ther contynued thre yeerys and an halfe. In whiche tyme
of his beyng in the Tower, the same kynge Henry had a feide wyth
the Erie of Lyncolne in Notyngham Shire, besydys Newarke
[June, 1487]: and the leefetenant of the Tower came to the seid
Erie and preferred to hym the keyes to goo out at his plesure; and
he answered hym ageyne, that he wolde not deperte thens vn to
suche tyme as he that commaunded hym thither shuld commaunde
hym out ageyn, whiche was kynge Henry the vii, but charged the
leffetenant vpon hys alligeaunce yf the kynge war on lyue to bryng
hym ther as the kynge was, to thentente he myght do his Grace
seruyce, and after that for the true and feithfull seruyce that the
seid kynge Henry herd of him doon to his other Prynce; and also
that he sawe hymselfe he dide on Bosworth feld, and for the grete
12 Aeta Regia, or an, account of ... instruments . . . published in Mr. Rymer's
Foedera (London, 1726-27), m, 26 (note): which continues, "but upon consulting
the Genealogical Table of Edward Ill's Posterity, this last Number will appeare too
much exaggerated."            13 Campbell, II, 420.